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Multiplication Tables Check – June 2026
Guide for Parents
🔢 Understanding the MTC (for parents)
The Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check focuses on:
· Times tables from 2 to 12
· Quick recall, not written methods
· A short, timed online check (usually 25 questions, 6 seconds per question)
The goal is automaticity—knowing the facts without counting.
✅ Practical Activities Parents Can Do
1. Daily “Quick‑Fire” Questions
· Ask 5–10 random multiplication facts each day (e.g. “What’s 7 × 8?”).
· Keep it light and positive—no pressure.
· Mix easy and tricky ones.
✅ Tip: Praise effort as much as correct answers.
2. Use Real‑Life Maths
Help your child see multiplication everywhere:
· Setting the table: “There are 4 seats with 2 knives each—how many knives?”
· Shopping: “If 3 apples cost £1 each, how much altogether?”
· Packing snacks: “6 boxes with 4 biscuits in each—how many biscuits?”
3. Play Times Tables Games
Games make practice enjoyable and memorable:
· Snap or pairs (matching questions to answers)
· Times tables bingo
· Board games: move forward if they answer correctly
· Online games (set short time limits)
✅ Aim for fun, not long sessions.

4. Chant and Sing Tables
Repetition builds memory:
· Say tables out loud together while clapping or stepping
· Use different voices, speeds, or rhythms
· Listen to times tables songs in the car
✅ Particularly helpful for auditory learners.
5. Focus on One Table at a Time
Instead of mixing everything at once:
· Spend a week on a single table (e.g. the 6 times table)
· Practise forwards, backwards, and in random order
· Link it to known facts (e.g. “6 × 8 is double 3 × 8”)
6. Use Visuals and Models
Some children need to see maths:
· Draw arrays (rows and columns of dots)
· Use counters, Lego bricks, or coins
· Group objects into equal sets
✅ Visualising helps facts stick.
7. Practice Speed (Gently!)
Because the MTC is timed:
· Try answering within 5–6 seconds
· Use a stopwatch for fun challenges
· Improve speed gradually—don’t rush early on
✅ Accuracy first, speed second.
8. Learn Table “Tricks”
Help children notice patterns:
· ×10: add a zero
· ×5: ends in 0 or 5
· ×9: fingers trick or digit patterns
· Doubles link (e.g. 6 × 4 is double 3 × 4)
✅ Understanding patterns reduces memorisation load.
9. Use Mistakes as Learning Tools
If a child gets one wrong:
· Ask, “What could help you remember this one?”
· Link it to a known fact
· Avoid saying “You should know this”
✅ Confidence is key.
10. Keep It Short and Consistent
· 5–10 minutes a day is enough
· Little and often beats long sessions
· End on a question they can answer correctly
✅ Confidence builds progress.
🌟 Encouragement for Parents
· Your child doesn’t need perfection—progress matters
· Staying calm and positive helps children feel safe to try
· Practice at home supports, but doesn’t replace, classroom teaching
⭐ Best Online Games for Year 4 Times Tables
🏆 Top Choices for MTC Preparation
1. Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS)
🔗 https://ttrockstars.com 
✅ Excellent for speed and recall
· Fast‑paced games that mirror the MTC focus on quick recall
· Children answer against the clock in a fun game format
· Many schools already provide logins
· Includes sound, avatars, and competitions
👪 Parent tip: Encourage short sessions (5–10 minutes) rather than long play.

2. Hit the Button – Topmarks
🔗 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
✅ Perfect for MTC-style questions
· Timed practice for ×, ÷ and number bonds
· Simple, clear layout with no distractions
· Allows focus on specific tables (e.g. 7× or 8×)
👪 Great for building confidence, especially just before bedtime or after school.
🎮 Fun Games That Keep Children Engaged

3. Maths Frame – Multiplication Games
🔗 https://www.mathsframe.co.uk
✅ Includes an MTC simulator
· Games specifically designed for UK curriculum
· Multiplication Check simulation closely matches the real MTC
· No login required
👪 Ideal for helping children understand the pace and format of the check.

4. Topmarks Maths Games
🔗 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games
✅ Wide variety of multiplication games
· Games sorted by age and topic
· Mix of speed games and thinking games
· Bright but not overwhelming
👪 Try rotating games so practice doesn’t feel repetitive.


5. BBC Bitesize – Times Tables
🔗 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
✅ Trusted and curriculum‑aligned
· Videos, quizzes, and interactive games
· Clear explanations for tricky tables
· Helpful for children who need support as well as practice
👪 Best for children who want to understand as well as memorise.
🎯 Alternative Styles (Useful for Reluctant Learners)

⏱️ How Parents Can Use These Effectively
· Limit sessions to 10 minutes
· Alternate games to keep motivation high
· Use timed games only once confidence is improving
· Avoid turning games into pressure or competition at home
✅ Little and often beats long sessions
📌 Recommended Weekly Combo
A simple, effective routine:
· 3 days: Times Tables Rock Stars (5–10 mins)
· 2 days: Hit the Button or Maths Frame
· Optional weekend: BBC Bitesize video + quiz


image1.jpeg




